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England under the leadership of Maj. John
Durkee. Recognizing the beauty of the region,
and the abundance of its many natural re-
sources, the first settlers named the region
after Col. John Wilkes and Col. Isaac Barre
who defended the American colonies before
their colleagues in the British Parliament.

Located in the heart of the beautiful Wyo-
ming Valley of northeastern Pennsylvania, the
Wilkes-Barre area grew rapidly. On March 17,
1806, the area was incorporated as a bor-
ough; on May 4, 1871 it became a city; and
on September 22, 1898, a third-class city
charter was issued.

The first residents of the city of Wilkes-Barre
were a very diverse collection of early Euro-
pean immigrants drawn to the area by its fer-
tile soil along the Susquehanna River. The
earliest Wilkes-Barre residents brought with
them an outstanding sense of family values,
community pride, and commitment to remem-
bering their heritage. Today, those same tradi-
tions still run strong through the residents of
Wilkes-Barre.

From its earliest days, the development of
Wilkes-Barre was driven by the strong will of
the area residents. The earliest residents
worked the soil to establish successful farms.
When coal was discovered in abundance
throughout the region, the residents of the
Wilkes-Barre area moved quickly to mine the
lands. By taking full advantage of this newly
discovered resource, the productivity of the
residents of the city made Wilkes-Barre the
Anthracite Capital of the World. The region be-
came one of the most prosperous areas any-
where in the country as anthracite fueled the
industrial revolution.

As the use of anthracite declined and after
the Knox Mine Disaster virtually wiped out
deep anthracite mining, the Wilkes-Barre area
suffered a tremendous economic decline. In
the 1950’s and 1960’s thousands of families
left the area to find job opportunities else-
where. Then in 1972 the Hurricane Agnes
caused unprecedented flooding, causing near-
ly $1 billion in damages to 25,000 homes and
2,700 businesses. More than 60,000 people
were unemployed, some temporarily, and
some permanently. Many thought that the city
of Wilkes-Barre would become a ghost town.

But the ‘‘Valley with a Heart’’ rallied to-
gether, cleaned up the muck and mud, rebuilt
the community’s infrastructure, and Wilkes-
Barre once again became the hub of activity
for northeastern Pennsylvania. This February,
President Bill Clinton came to the Wyoming
Valley to announce the completion of the gen-
eral design memorandum that will allow the
raising of the levees that protect Wilkes-Barre
and much of the Wyoming Valley from the rav-
ages of a flood the scale of that caused by
Hurricane Agnes. After working on this project
since my election in 1984, I am pleased that
finally we will have protection from the devas-
tation that the Susquehanna River can bring.

The Susquehanna River is now poised to be
appreciated as the asset that originally drew
Wilkes-Barre’s first settlers to the area. The in-
flatable dam included in the levee raising
project will serve as an incentive to beautify
Wilkes-Barre’s waterfront and lead to in-
creased economic and recreational activity. I
have no doubt that upon the opening of the
time capsule in which this statement will be
buried, an unpolluted Susquehanna River will
once again be the center piece for the Wyo-
ming Valley, with a thriving waterfront in
Wilkes-Barre.

The entire city of Wilkes-Barre is ready to
undergo a tremendous revitalization. With the
nearly $40 million renovation of the former
Stegmaier Brewery complex and the newly re-
named Max Rosenn Federal Courthouse, the
city will experience an infusion of hope and
new development. Mayor Tom McGroarty has
shown tremendous energy and enthusiasm for
solving the city’s problems and preparing for
the 21st century, and I appreciate the enor-
mous amount of assistance he has provided
for these and other projects.

Northeastern Pennsylvania is destined for
economic growth unlike any we have experi-
enced since the beginning of the anthracite in-
dustry. Much of that growth will result from the
development of new technologies by our tal-
ented and hardworking workforce, such as
those individuals employed by Harris Semi-
conductor in Mountaintop. In the spirit of the
time capsule, let me predict that over the next
50 years the city of Wilkes-Barre will serve as
the core for an economically vibrant region; let
me speculate further that the second elec-
tronic revolution brought about by the Harris
Corporation’s power electronics building
blocks program will drive that economic devel-
opment.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent the
city of Wilkes-Barre in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. I am also pleased to join all the
citizens of Wilkes-Barre as we commemorate
the city’s 125th anniversary, and I look forward
to great things for the city and our region.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the resolution
before us on May 21, House Concurrent Res-
olution 154, congratulated the popularly elect-
ed President of Taiwan, Lee Ten Hui, as well
as the courageous people of Taiwan for the
overhwelming success of their March 23, 1996
Presidential elections. Action on the resolution
by this body could hardly be more timely, in
that President Lee was inaugurated on May
20, 1996. This Member commends the spon-
sor of the resolution, the distinguished gen-
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. FUNDERBURK],
and the chairman of the International Rela-
tions Committee, the distinguished gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN] for their leader-
ship on this important resolution.

First, on a personal level, this Member con-
gratulates President Lee for his outstanding
electoral victory and commends him for the
bold inaugural speech he delivered yesterday
in Taipei. There is no leader in the world today
who has been more vilified by Beijing and no
territory more bullied than Taiwan. So what
does President Lee do in his inaugural
speech? In a bold peacemaking gesture,
President Lee seeks a face-to-face meeting
with PRC President, Jiang Zemin. Is this call
for a meeting a sign of weakness, a sign that
Taiwan is bowing to Beijing’s pressure? Of
course not. President Lee’s call is a sign of
strength, a sign that Taiwan has the will to
challenge Beijing face-to-face and attempt to

work out their serious differences through di-
rect and constructive exchange.

Second, this Member believes the people of
Taiwan have earned the respect and admira-
tion of people throughout the world and de-
serve our greatest praise. They have em-
braced democratic reforms with the same en-
thusiasm and good sense that have driven
Taiwan’s economy to its current heights. In
addition, the people of Taiwan conducted
themselves with great courage and resolve
throughout the crisis created by Beijing’s
heavy-handed effort to bully them through pro-
vocative live fire exercises and missile tests.

Finally, this Member would make an edi-
torial comment about the message that Tai-
wan’s successful transition to democracy
holds for all of Asia. Nothing belies the notion
that democratic principles are alien to tradi-
tional Asian values better than what has tran-
spired in Taiwan during the last 10 years. Tai-
wan joins Korea, Thailand, Mongolia, and the
Philippines, in various stages of democratic
development, as an important success story in
Asian democracy and human rights. The suc-
cess of Taiwan’s democratic development
demonstrates clearly that democracy and eco-
nomic development are compatible and mutu-
ally reinforcing.

Mr. Speaker, this Member, therefore, sup-
ports this important and timely resolution.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
May 22, 1996, into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

BRINGING UP BABY: THE PROBLEM OF TEEN
PREGNANCY

Hoosiers are concerned about the moral
fiber of our country. They talk to me about
the decline of basic values, particularly
among young people. Every time they open
the papers or watch the evening news they
see stories about crime and drug use, failing
schools, and deteriorating neighborhoods.

We can talk all day about the root causes
of these problems and possible solutions. But
what I hear from Hoosiers most often is the
urgent need to revitalize and strengthen our
families. They have a very strong sense that
the breakdown of the traditional family may
explain many of the difficulties experienced
by today’s youth.

I am most alarmed by the growing number
of teen pregnancies. The United States has
the highest rate of teen pregnancy of any
country in the industrialized world, at 1.2
million per year, and studies have shown
that teen parents and their children are
prone to experience more emotional, eco-
nomic and social problems than older par-
ents.

RECENT TRENDS

The statistics on teenage pregnancy are so-
bering. Of the 1.2 million teens who become
pregnant each year, half will give birth, and
most of them will remain single. Most of
these young women and their babies live in
poverty, and the cycle of poverty continues
into subsequent generations. 77% of unmar-
ried, adolescent mothers go on welfare with-
in five years of giving birth, and the federal
government spends about $34 billion each
year on families started by teens.
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Indiana has the 19th highest birth rate

among unmarried teens ages 15 to 19 in the
country. Total births to women aged 10 to 19
reached 11,842 in 1993. Of those births, 77%
were out-of-wedlock, a 28% increase since
1983. 450 teenagers under the age of 17 gave
birth to a second child in 1993.

PROBLEMS FOR TEEN FAMILIES

Teen families confront numerous difficul-
ties. Mothers and babies face serious health
risks. Teenagers engaging in premature sex
expose themselves to the risks of sexually
transmitted diseases, and teen pregnancy too
often leads to abortion. Babies born to teen
mothers often are premature and under-
weight. Teen parents are less likely to finish
high school and gain the skills necessary to
secure employment, resulting in a depend-
ency on welfare that is hard to break. Nearly
half of long-term welfare recipients are
women who gave birth before the age of 17.

Studies also suggest that the children of
teen parents fare worse than those from two-
parent families on measures of health, edu-
cation, and emotional and behavioral adjust-
ment. Childhood abuse and neglect—which
children of teens often are victims of—in-
crease the odds of future delinquency and
adult criminality by 40%. And children of
teen parents are far more likely to become
teen parents themselves.

WHY TEEN PREGNANCIES ARE RISING

There is no easy explanation for the rising
number of teen pregnancies. Many teen par-
ents were born into a world of poverty, teen-
age parenthood, and welfare dependency that
they have difficulty escaping. Few teen par-
ents have the same hopes, dreams and aspi-
rations as the average American teenager, or
the self-confidence and feeling of self-worth
necessary to set goals for the future. Many
see having a child as a comfort in a difficult
life.

Broader social factors also contribute to
this problem. We live in a more permissive
culture, where teen parenthood and out-of-
wedlock births carry less of a social stigma
than they once did. We read every day about
celebrities and star athletes having children
out-of-wedlock, and we see the same thing in
movies and on television programs. We also
don’t educate young people about the risks
associated with teen parenthood.

WHAT CAN BE DONE

First, we must work to bring down the
number of teenage pregnancies. We must per-
suade teens to abstain from sex, to not give
in to peer pressure, and to accept the tradi-
tional values in their lives. One of the most
valuable things we can do is instill in young
people feelings of self-confidence and self-
worth, help them set goals for their future
and help them achieve these goals. All teen-
agers must realize they have many options
in life—to go to school, to work, to contrib-
ute to their communities, and in all this to
make responsible decisions. If teens feel that
their future goals would be jeopardized by
becoming a parent too early, they will have
real incentives to delay parenthood.

Second, we must find more effective ways
to support families of teenage parents with-
out creating incentives for out-of-wedlock
births. Fathers must be held responsible for
the support of their children; about 60% of
teen births are fathered by older men on av-
erage five or six years older than the mother.
I support efforts to establish paternity at
birth and to strengthen child support collec-
tion. Furthermore, teen parents should be
encouraged to live at home and stay in
school whenever this is an option. President
Clinton recently unveiled a plan to make
federal assistance contingent on such living
arrangements.

Third, for those teen parents whose house-
holds are abusive or unstable, we should es-

tablish community-based facilities to house
and support young families while the mother
completes school or job training. Much of
the national discussion about teen preg-
nancy has highlighted the success of these
‘‘second chance homes.’’ Places like St. Eliz-
abeth’s in New Albany have high success
rates in teaching teen mothers how to pro-
vide safe, loving, and stable homes for their
babies.

CONCLUSIONS

Raising children today is extraordinarily
difficult, even for mature adults. For young
people, who themselves are still growing up,
the issue is much more complicated. We
must do what we can to prevent young peo-
ple from entering parenthood too soon, to
help them realize their full potential as indi-
viduals with promising futures, and to ac-
cept the responsibility and the consequences
of their actions.

Governments can also work in partnership
with private groups, charities and churches
to help young parents create a healthier en-
vironment in which their children can grow.
Many teenage parents try very hard to be
good parents, but the challenges are
daunting. Community-based programs have
proven successful at helping these teenagers
become more responsible parents and more
productive citizens, and we should continue
to encourage these efforts.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct honor to pay tribute to one of
Miami’s unsung heroes, Dr. William R. Perry,
Jr. His retirement from the Dade County public
schools on May 30, 1996 will certainly leave a
great void in our community.

He truly epitomizes the preeminence of a
gentleman, as well as the virtues of a scholar.
Having attended Coppin State College and
Loyola College for his undergraduate studies,
he obtained his doctorate degree from the
University of Massachusetts. He served as a
classroom teacher and later on as adminis-
trator with the Baltimore City public schools.
He was subsequently awarded a Rockefeller
Foundation Superintendent Fellowship in
1976, one of the Nation’s most prestigious
honors given to postdoctoral scholars.

Ever since I have known Dr. Bill Perry, he
has always been at the forefront of ensuring
equality of opportunity for everyone in our
community. At the same time, his forceful ad-
vocacy in adhering to the tenets of equal treat-
ment under the law not only in the halls of
academia but in every segment of government
agency has become almost legendary. In fact,
countless others have been touched by his
genuine commitment, especially toward those
who could least fend for themselves.

Dr. Perry is the consummate community ac-
tivist who abides by the dictum that those who
have less in life, through no fault of their own,
should be helped by the Government, regard-
less of their race, creed, gender, or political af-
filiation. In fact, countless others have been
touched by his unique sincerity and his unre-
lenting penchant for ‘‘stick-to-itiveness’’ to any
cause he takes up or any crusade he embarks
on. The numerous accolades with which he

has been honored by various organizations
represents an unequivocal testimony of the ut-
most respect he enjoys from our community.

Blessed with a down-to-earth common
sense, he is also imbued with the rare wisdom
of recognizing the strengths and limitations of
those who have been empowered to govern.
This unique leadership was tested to the hilt
when he took over the presidency of the
Greater Miami NAACP, after his stint with the
Miami-Dade Operation PUSH and the George
Washington Carver YMCA.

The acumen of his intelligence was felt at a
time when Miami needed someone to put in
perspective the agony of disenfranchised Afri-
can-Americans and other minorities yearning
to belong. When government and community
leaders met to douse the still-burning embers
of the Miami riots in the early 1980’s, his was
the firm voice of reason, wisely articulating his
credo that one has got to learn and live with
one another in the global community, or
shamefully reap the grapes of wrath from
those who have been left out.

He thoroughly understood the
accoutrements of power and leadership, and
he sagely exercised them alongside the man-
date of his conviction and the wisdom of his
conscience focusing all their elements upon
the good of the community he learned to love
and care for so deeply.

His undaunted efforts shaped and formed
the agenda of community organizations, such
as the Miami-based Haitian Refugee Center,
the Women’s Welfare Coalition, and the
Overtown Advisory Committee, to name but a
few. His word is his bond to those who have
dealt with him—not only in his moments of tri-
umphal exuberance in helping our wayward
youth turn the corners around, but also in his
quest to transform Dade County into a verita-
ble mosaic of vibrant cultures and diverse
peoples converging in the great experiment
that is America.

Dr. William R. Perry, Jr. truly exemplified a
one-of-a-kind leadership whose courageous vi-
sion and wisdom appealed to our noblest
character as a community. He will certainly be
missed.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I have always
been proud of the heritage and physical beau-
ty of the 22d Congressional District of New
York which I have the privilege of represent-
ing. It is for this reason, to savor the history
and character of the picturesque towns and
counties, that I return home every weekend.

We often forget, Mr. Speaker, that the real
America is not Washington, but the small
towns and villages where real people live and
work. I would like to talk about one such town
today.

Esperance, NY, located in beautiful
Schoharie County will be celebrating their
150th birthday on this Memorial Day, Monday,
May 27, 1996. And what a fitting time for a
celebration of history and community. It could
not be more appropriate considering people all
across this Nation will be paying tribute to
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